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‘When Life Gives You Cucumbers,
| Make Pickles

| Rumson entrepreneur brings hot and spicy pickles

to local markets
BY COLIN FOLEY

John OMalley nka Sefior Juan (s bringing o litte spioa o aron maorkots,

RESH. SMASH-
FM’DI.F'I'I-L PUNCHY-
just some of the phrases used
bl o new =nack pln-
nomenon that has captivated
Monmonth County.  {Girown
and packaged locally, Sefior
Juan's Hot and Spicy pickles
ares a delicionsly unigque alfer
native bo thoss you are used to.
| Locul  eptreprencur  John
| O'Malley  developed  his

“Famous Rumson  Hecipe™
after Farvesting a particularly
| bountiful cucumber crop in the
| mid-1850s, Thie recipe, & result
! of smrple experimentation in

The recipe,

a result aof
simple
experimentation
in the kitchen,

the kitchen, was well received
amang fmily and friends.
“¥ou know, this is how it
waorks: vou come up with
surething Ul you Thke, your
il tries i, vou hand them oul
fo your neighbors and they
Tike ‘em1 and when your B0
vear-old aunts polish off 2 jar in
1 sitting yin pay atention,”
said ('Malley. “I happened to
notice a Gitde bole in the mar-
kettppluge this in to,” And this

- hawing developed and sobi sev-

eral businesses in the past,
John decided 1o start selling

Cortinned on Poge 18

Pickles

Contewed from Puge 17

spols Tke Sickles Market in
Little Sitver and Brennan's
Delicatessen  in - Kumson,

| chining like Whole Fouods,

| through  Amazon or &t

his prckles 1o the public.
O‘'Malley, A Long lsland
Native, has made a carcer of
marketing and design. Putting
thiz expenience o good use,
he has made Senor Juans a
fast success: “Tr's huge sdvan-
lpes, once | decided to lunch

the fresh-packed pickies | had |

an ecommerce websile op,
jure, lnbels und peckaging phus
all the collateral materials
degigmed, product pholos shot
and vendors lined up in six
days, [l orders i 14 day”

o small fear when ane con-
1Hﬂsﬂtimpaﬂnfﬂmmb'
repl economic cimmate. The
pickles fuve been selling well, |
and continee to grow in popa-
Lasiny thanks (o the utiastion
of soveral sales outhets and
free tastinge: Be @ local food

weww: Srjuan,com, O"Malley is
no slouch when it comes to
diversifiction. :

“The new business para- |
digm is 1o be nimbbe aml reac:
tive sl fast and use all the
mediz that you have avail- |
able." he said “One of the besit
things I did was let folks know |
where o bay through emall
and Facebook ™

*It's a good pickle,” wuid
Bob  Sickles, owner of
Sickles Market. adding that
Sefior Juan's pickles fit well
into the market’s cmphesis
ot local oo,

“Peopkt sire very interested
in local products” Sickles
saddl, “U's o rising trend.”

The market recentiy
launched a summer-long
*Jeraey Makes™ campaign o

highlight products made and
grown in the Garden Stite.
Sefor Juan's Hot and Spicy
fickles joine other Jersey
made products like Boylun
Sodas, Nvlabone dag hanes,
Jersey  Girl  t-shirts and
Blackwelle's Organic Gelato,
gs well s fresh, seazonal
locally grown produce, in the
season-long  spotlight on
Jersey's besl

With a few new fevors in
development, and several
new food products in the
works, it scems John, and
Sarfior Juan are here to stay: A
delightiul prospect consider-
ing his contributions o the
community and involvement
in local environmental foun-
datione. 5o, as the weather
bests up and you're scarch-
ing for that perieer addition
0 your picnic or just a snack
to have around the house,
pick up a jar of Seior Juan's
Hot and Spicy Pickles.



